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Office of the Secretary, Interior § 22.6 

the Government of any motor vehicle 
while acting within the scope of his 
employment shall be exclusive of any 
other civil action or proceeding against 
the employee or his estate. 

(e) Subsection (b) of section 2401 of 
said title 28 provides: 

A tort claim against the United States 
shall be forever barred unless it is presented 
in writing to the appropriate Federal agency 
within 2 years after such claim accrues or 
unless action is begun within 6 months after 
the date of mailing, by certified or registered 
mail, of notice of final denial of the claim by 
the agency to which it was presented. 

(f) The Federal Tort Claims Act, as 
amended, shall apply to claims accru-
ing 6 months or more after date of its 
enactment (date of enactment, July 18, 
1966). 

(g) Pursuant to section 2672 of title 
28, United States Code, as amended, the 
Attorney General has issued regula-
tions (herein referred to as ‘‘the Regu-
lations’’; 28 CFR part 14), prescribing 
standards and procedures for settle-
ment of tort claims (31 FR 16616). The 
officers to whom authority is delegated 
to settle tort claims shall follow and be 
guided by such Regulations (28 CFR 
part 14). 

§ 22.3 Procedure for filing claims. 

(a) The procedure for filing and the 
contents of claims shall be pursuant to 
§§ 14.2, 14.3 and 14.4 of the regulations 
(28 CFR part 14). 

(b) Claims shall be filed directly with 
the local field office of the Bureau or 
Office of the Department out of whose 
activities the accident or incident oc-
curred. 

(c) Upon receipt of a claim, the time 
and date of receipt shall be recorded. 
The claim shall be forwarded with the 
investigative file immediately to the 
appropriate Associate, Regional, or 
Field Solicitor for determination. 

(5 U.S.C. 301, 5 U.S.C. 552) 

[40 FR 53591, Nov. 19, 1975] 

§ 22.4 Denial of claims. 

Denial of a claim shall be commu-
nicated as provided by § 14.9 of the reg-
ulations (28 CFR part 14). 

§ 22.5 Payment of claims. 
(a) When an award of $2,500 or less is 

made, the voucher signed by the claim-
ant shall be transmitted for payment 
to the appropriate Bureau or Office of 
the Department. When an award over 
$2,500 is made, transmittal for payment 
will be made as prescribed by § 14.10 of 
the regulations (28 CFR part 14). 

(b) Prior to payment appropriate re-
leases shall be obtained as provided in 
said section. 

Subpart B—Indemnification of De-
partment of the Interior Em-
ployees 

§ 22.6 Policy. 
(a) The Department of the Interior 

may indemnify a Department em-
ployee, who is personally named as a 
defendant in any civil suit in state or 
federal court or an arbitration pro-
ceeding or other proceeding seeking 
damages against a Department em-
ployee personally, for any verdict, 
judgment, or other monetary award 
which is rendered against such em-
ployee, provided that the conduct giv-
ing rise to the verdict, judgment, or 
award was taken within the scope of 
his or her employment and that such 
indemnification is in the interest of 
the Department of the Interior as de-
termined by the Secretary or his des-
ignee. 

(b) The Department of the Interior 
may settle or compromise a personal 
damage claim against a Department 
employee by the payment of available 
funds, at any time, provided the al-
leged conduct giving rise to the per-
sonal damage claim was taken within 
the employee’s scope of employment 
and that such settlement or com-
promise is in the interest of the De-
partment of the Interior as determined 
by the Secretary or his designee. 

(c) Absent exceptional circumstances 
as determined by the Secretary or his 
designee, the Department will not en-
tertain a request either to agree to in-
demnify or to settle a personal damage 
claim before entry of an adverse ver-
dict, judgment, or award. 

(d) A Department employee may re-
quest indemnification to satisfy a ver-
dict, judgment, or award entered 
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